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We do this each day by connecting people to people, needs to re-
sources, and experts to advocates to improve lives and advance the 
common good throughout Crow Wing, Aitkin, and Cass Counties. We 
make this mission a reality by investing in the areas of Education, 
Financial Stability, and Health because we believe these are the build-
ing blocks for opportunity - individually and collectively - and those 
building blocks lead to a good life.

United Way has undergone a dramatic shift in how we work to ad-
dress needs in our community. From a historic community chest with 
a broad charitable mission, we have evolved into a critical community 
convener that mobilizes our partners, including businesses, commu-
nity leaders, public officials, residents and non-profit organizations.

With the Lakes Area United Way, your dollars stay right in our local 
community helping to mobilize our friends and neighbors to improve 
lives. Our partner agencies serve those in need by providing meals to 
the hungry, shelter to the homeless, and the basic needs families re-
quire to simply get by. When we reach out a hand to one, we influence 
the condition of all.

OUR MISSION is to improve lives 
by mobilizing the caring power of our community.

That’s Living United



Join us for a formal evening featuring the 
smooth and roaring jazz of The Jazz Authority 

and good food provided by Block North Brew Pub 
at the Ripple Center in Aitkin.

    2024 CALENDAR OF EVENTS
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An Evening of Music, Comedy & Improv featuring

Llama 
Llama 

Read-O-Rama

TOURNAMENT HIGHLIGHTS

GIVE WHERE YOU LIVE.  PROCEEDS WILL SUPPORT YOUR LOCAL UNITED WAY.

2 Day Tournament 
July 22-23, 2023

• Teams of 2

• Fishing on any lake within Beltrami, Clearwater, 
Hubbard, Aitkin, Cass, and Crow Wing counties  
along with the Cass Lake chain of lakes

• Teams record measurements virtually

• Live updates & awards will be broadcast on Fishing 
Paul Bunyan Country 104.5 FM and 93.3 FM

United Way agencies and programs improve the lives of 
more than 70,000 people in our communities each year.

LUEKEN’S VILLAGE FOODS PRESENTS
THE 4TH ANNUAL UNITED WAY 
FISHING TOURNAMENT

6 AM SATURDAY - 6 PM SUNDAY
FISH AS MUCH AS YOU WOULD LIKE DURING 

THE 36 HOUR TOURNAMENT!

NEW THIS YEAR!  PARTNERING WITH THE LAKES AREA UNITED WAY

Chili
Lakes Area
United Way

COOK-OFF

Lakes Area United Way

February

We are excited to bring back Deuces Wild! 
Dueling Pianos for another great night of music, 
fun and laughter at Grand View Lodge this year! 

May

Our annual Llama Llama Read-O-Rama focuses on 
early childhood literacy by providing support to our 

local Dolly Parton’s Imagination Library program

Summer

We have partnered with the United Way of Bemidji 
Area to host a 36-hour virtual fishing tournament on 

any lake in Cass, Crow Wing, Aitkin, Beltrami, Clearwa-
ter and Hubbard counties and the Cass Lake Chain!

July

Does your chili have what it takes to 
impress the judges? Come and enjoy the best 

lunch break of the year at the NP Center!

October

Lakes Area 

United Way

Lakes Area
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An Evening of Music, Comedy & Improv featuring

 Grand Sponsor $5,000
  • Two VIP stage-side tables for 10, includes entertainment & appetizers
  • Sponsorship recognition on all advertising

 Baby Grand Sponsor $2,500
  • Two tables for 10 near the stage, includes entertainment & appetizers
  • Sponsorship recognition on social media, program and at event

 Key Sponsor $1,200
  • Reserved table for 10, includes entertainment & appetizers
  • Sponsorship recognition on social media, program and at event

 Ensemble Table $900
  • Reserved table for 10, includes entertainment & appetizers



Llama Llama 
Read-O-Rama

 Library Sponsor $3,000+
  Underwrites our DPIL program for one month!

		 • Shelf sponsorship benefits, PLUS:
  • Additional social media post (During month sponsored)

  • Recognition via other outlets (e.g. WJJY’s Community Focus)

 Shelf Sponsor $1,500+
    Supports over 500 children for one month!
  • Recognition post on social media
		 • Recognition at Llama Llama reading event

Summer 2024
Northland Arboretum | 14250 Conservation Drive, Brainerd

Sponsor Dolly Parton’s Imagination Library
Since launching in 1995, Dolly Parton’s Imagination Library (DPIL) has

become the preeminent early childhood book-gifting program in the world. 
The Imagination Library mails high-quality, age-appropriate books each month to
enrolled children from birth to age five. Dolly envisioned creating a lifelong love of
reading and inspiring children to dream more, learn more, care more and be more.

Any corporate contribution or grant to DPIL will be recognized on our website



This two-day six-county fishing tournament benefits both the 
Lakes Area United Way and United Way of Bemidji Area!

Sponsorship funds for this event will benefit the UnitedWay local to your
community, but you will receive recognition in both markets! 

Full sponsorship benefits for the levels below will be available on 
our websites, unitedwaynow.org and unitedwaybemidji.org

Walleye Sponsor $2,000
		 • Two fishing teams in tournament
		 • Plus all Smallmouth Sponsor benefits and more!

 Small Mouth Bass Sponsor $1,000
		 • One fishing team in tournament
		 • Plus all Angler Sponsor benefits and more!

 Angler Sponsor $500
		 • Logo on flyers and all marketing materials
  • Recognition on website and social media

TOURNAMENT HIGHLIGHTS

GIVE WHERE YOU LIVE.  PROCEEDS WILL SUPPORT YOUR LOCAL UNITED WAY.

2 Day Tournament 
July 22-23, 2023

• Teams of 2

• Fishing on any lake within Beltrami, Clearwater, 
Hubbard, Aitkin, Cass, and Crow Wing counties  
along with the Cass Lake chain of lakes

• Teams record measurements virtually

• Live updates & awards will be broadcast on Fishing 
Paul Bunyan Country 104.5 FM and 93.3 FM

United Way agencies and programs improve the lives of 
more than 70,000 people in our communities each year.

LUEKEN’S VILLAGE FOODS PRESENTS
THE 4TH ANNUAL UNITED WAY 
FISHING TOURNAMENT

6 AM SATURDAY - 6 PM SUNDAY
FISH AS MUCH AS YOU WOULD LIKE DURING 

THE 36 HOUR TOURNAMENT!

NEW THIS YEAR!  PARTNERING WITH THE LAKES AREA UNITED WAY

July 2024



 Presenting Sponsor $1,500
 Dessert Sponsor $750
 Gold Sponsor $500
 Silver Sponsor $250
 Non-Profit Sponsor $200
 Bronze Sponsor $100

Wednesday, Oct. 2
 Northern Pacific Center

Chili Cook-OffChili
Lakes Area
United Way

COOK-OFF

Lakes Area United Way



    FINANCIAL STABILITY promoting stability and independence

    HEALTH building accessibility to affordable and quality care

    EDUCATION helping people achieve their potential

Group Conferencing Youth Mentoring
Art for Everyone Life Talks Community Education

Pantry Packs and Youth Pack Client BeddingHealthy Choices Supportive FriendshipsRural Volunteers Community Support

Home Visiting Adult Day Services

Domestic Abuse Program Sexual Assault Services Rider ScholarshipsDirect Client Services

Alex & Brandon Child Safety Center
and Louise Seliski Shelter

Our United Way Programs:

Our 2023-24 Partner Programs:

Pop Up Food Pantry

A Pop-Up Pantry is a 
traveling food shelf that 
delivers nutritious food 
directly to families in 

need.

It is our priority to 
increase access to fresh, 

healthy food in every 
community throughout 

north central 
Minnesota.

Partners:
Essentia Health

Additional services will 
be available after you 

pick up your food. 

Crow Wing County 
financial workers will 

be there to answer your 
questions.

Pop-Up Pantry
FREE FOOD FOR ANYONE IN NEED

Date: September 28, 2020

Time: 2:30pm – 4:00pm or until food is gone
Location: Central Lakes College
                 501 W. College Dr.
                 Brainerd, MN.  56425

Instructions:  
• Stay in your car at all times and following signs to enter
• Food is available to those in need
• 1 food box per household
• Carpooling: Two boxes per vehicle (1 food box per household)
• If you have more than two households in your vehicle, you can receive 

additional boxes by going to the back of the line.
• No restrooms will be available

The Lakes Area United Way, in partnership with Lakes Area Food 
Shelf and CLC Food Pantry, is proud to announce a new initiave 
to fill local Jood shelves [ith culturally specific Jood and ƽavors. 
When these items are supplemented with fresh foods, they will 
create nutritious and meaningJul meals. 8he ne\t time you are 

at the grocery store consider purchasing these items and 
create a 4antry 4acO to donate Jor your neighbors in need. 

8he JoPPowinK haZe Feen identiƼed aW a need in our coQQunit]�

INDIGENOUS*
Staples Pantry Pack: 
1 (24 oz)  Corn Meal (whole grain, stone ground) 
1 (6 oz) Dried Cranberries 
1 (32 oz) Vegetable Broth 
� ��6 oz
  7unƽo[er 3il 
Place all items in a 2-gallon Ziploc bag 
* Foods in their most natural, whole form are of utmost 
importance in the Indigenous culture. When purchasing 
items for this pack, please do your best to select organic 
items (if possible) without additives (check ingredient list).

INDIGENOUS*
INDIVIDUAL ITEMS:
Native produced food items are often more difficult and 
more costly to access, so we are accepting the following 
items individually (not as a pack): 

• Wild Rice (any size bag)
•Chokecherry Jam (any size jar)
•Pure Maple Syrup (any size bottle) 
* MUST be native harvested / produced (will be listed on label). 

LATINX STAPLES
Dried Pantry Pack: 
1 (16  oz bag) Dry Beans 
   (black, red or pinto) 
1 (28  oz bag) White Rice 
� ��.� lb  bag
 1aseca *lour  
Place all items in a 2-gallon Ziploc bag 

Canned Pantry Pack:
1 (15 oz  can) Corn, whole kernel  
� ���.�  oz can
 (iced 8omatoes  
1 (12 oz can) Jalapeño  
1 (16 oz can) Refried Beans  
1 (12 oz can) Tomato Paste 
Place all items in a 1-gallon Ziploc bag 

Spices Pantry Pack:
� ��.� oz
 'innamon 
� ��.6  oz
 'umin 
� ��.�  oz
 'hili 4o[der  
1 (3 oz)  Garlic Powder  
1 (8 oz) Goya Seasoning  
Place all items in a 1-gallon Ziploc bag

EAST AFRICAN
Staples Pantry Pack: 
1 (16 oz  bag) Dried Lentils 
1 (16  oz bag) Garbanzo Beans 
1 (16  oz bag) Red Kidney Beans 
1 (32 oz bag) Basmati Rice 
1 (10 oz bag) Dates 
� ��.� oz 
 'urry 4o[der 
Place all items in a 2-gallon Ziploc bag 

Lakes Area United Way

DONATION BOX

Stuff-A-Bus
School Supply Drive

We are proud to highlight our 2023-24 partner programs which were selected by 
our Vision Council for the impact they have on addressing community needs! 

Funds raised throughout the 2023-24 fiscal year support their work, 
in addition to our own Lakes Area United Way programs.  

2024-2025 programs will be announced in the summer of 2024.

Lakes Area
United Way



TOGETHER
WE CAN

BECOME AN EVENT SPONSOR 
AND JOIN THESE LOCAL LEADERS:

NISSWA

CPAs  |  CONSULTANTS  |  WEALTH ADVISORS



Great things happen when you sign on as a 
Lakes Area United Way event sponsor!
Your sponsorship impacts the lives of 

thousands of people across the region AND 
ensures your company achieves its 

corporate citizenship goals.

Your donation to the 
Lakes Area United Way stays local and 

makes an impact in our community. 

Show that your 
business cares and 
have fun doing it!

Lakes Area
United Way

Use the form to select your sponsorship package.



2024 Sponsorship Opportunities
Leap Day Soirée 
		  Big Band Sponsor. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . $2,000
		  Black Tie Sponsor . .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . $1,000
		  Octet Table. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  $600

Keys for Community 
		  Grand Sponsor. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . $5,000
		  Baby Grand Sponsor. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . $2,500
		  Key Sponsor. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  $1,200
		  Ensemble Table. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  $900

Llama Llama Read-O-Rama 
		  Library Sponsor. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  $3,000+
		  Shelf Sponsor. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  $1,500+
		  Corporate Contribution/Grant

Fishing Tournament 
		  Walleye Sponsor. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . $2,000
		  Small Mouth Bass Sponsor. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . $1,000
		  Angler Sponsor . .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  $500

Chili Cook-Off 
		  Presenting Sponsor. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . $1,500
		  Dessert Sponsor. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . $750
		  Gold Sponsor. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  $500
		  Silver Sponsor. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  $250
		  Non-Profit Sponsor . .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  $200
		  Bronze Sponsor. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  $100

Total Sponsorship Package:. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . $__________ 

For full details on sponsorship benefits visit unitedwaynow.org



Physical Address: 321 S 7th St Brainerd, MN 56401 
Mailing Address: PO Box 381 Brainerd, MN 56401 

Phone: 218-829-2619 | Website: unitedwaynow.org
Email: contactus@unitedwaynow.org

Please fill out this form and return it to Lakes Area United Way:

Company Name:____________________________________________________________________

Contact Name:_____________________________________________________________________

Address:____________________________________________________________________________

City, State, Zip:______________________________________________________________________

Phone:______________________________________________________________________________

Email:_ _____________________________________________________________________________

  I am interested in learning more about donation and volunteer 
       opportunities and fundraising events, please add me to your mailing list.

Payment (check one):
_  Payment enclosed   Send me an invoice

Please return form to:
Lakes Area United Way, PO Box 381, Brainerd, MN 56401

or email to lucy@unitedwaynow.org

NOTE: Please email your logo to use in marketing!
 Form has been mailed and logo has been emailed
 Form submitted by email with logo attached.

Lakes Area
United Way



To learn more about Lakes Area United Way visit unitedwaynow.org

TOGETHER
WE CAN

Lakes Area
United Way

The Lakes Area United Way, in partnership with Lakes Area Food 
Shelf and CLC Food Pantry, is proud to announce a new initiave 
to fill local Jood shelves [ith culturally specific Jood and ƽavors. 
When these items are supplemented with fresh foods, they will 
create nutritious and meaningJul meals. 8he ne\t time you are 

at the grocery store consider purchasing these items and 
create a 4antry 4acO to donate Jor your neighbors in need. 

8he JoPPowinK haZe Feen identiƼed aW a need in our coQQunit]�

INDIGENOUS*
Staples Pantry Pack: 
1 (24 oz)  Corn Meal (whole grain, stone ground) 
1 (6 oz) Dried Cranberries 
1 (32 oz) Vegetable Broth 
� ��6 oz
  7unƽo[er 3il 
Place all items in a 2-gallon Ziploc bag 
* Foods in their most natural, whole form are of utmost 
importance in the Indigenous culture. When purchasing 
items for this pack, please do your best to select organic 
items (if possible) without additives (check ingredient list).

INDIGENOUS*
INDIVIDUAL ITEMS:
Native produced food items are often more difficult and 
more costly to access, so we are accepting the following 
items individually (not as a pack): 

• Wild Rice (any size bag)
•Chokecherry Jam (any size jar)
•Pure Maple Syrup (any size bottle) 
* MUST be native harvested / produced (will be listed on label). 

LATINX STAPLES
Dried Pantry Pack: 
1 (16  oz bag) Dry Beans 
   (black, red or pinto) 
1 (28  oz bag) White Rice 
� ��.� lb  bag
 1aseca *lour  
Place all items in a 2-gallon Ziploc bag 

Canned Pantry Pack:
1 (15 oz  can) Corn, whole kernel  
� ���.�  oz can
 (iced 8omatoes  
1 (12 oz can) Jalapeño  
1 (16 oz can) Refried Beans  
1 (12 oz can) Tomato Paste 
Place all items in a 1-gallon Ziploc bag 

Spices Pantry Pack:
� ��.� oz
 'innamon 
� ��.6  oz
 'umin 
� ��.�  oz
 'hili 4o[der  
1 (3 oz)  Garlic Powder  
1 (8 oz) Goya Seasoning  
Place all items in a 1-gallon Ziploc bag

EAST AFRICAN
Staples Pantry Pack: 
1 (16 oz  bag) Dried Lentils 
1 (16  oz bag) Garbanzo Beans 
1 (16  oz bag) Red Kidney Beans 
1 (32 oz bag) Basmati Rice 
1 (10 oz bag) Dates 
� ��.� oz 
 'urry 4o[der 
Place all items in a 2-gallon Ziploc bag 

Lakes Area United Way

DONATION BOX
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